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DEMONSTRATION 
TRUE LOVE 


uUNTO 
You the Rulers of the Colony of the 


Maſlachuſers 


14 


NEVV- EN GLAND; 


Shewing, 


To you that are now in Authority the P 
Paths that your Predeceſſors walked in, and of the 
' Lord's Dealings with them in his ſevere Fes gments, for 
perſecuting his Saints and Chi dren, 


Which may be a Warning unto you, that you walks not in 
the ws Steps, leſt you come vader theſame Condemnation; 


pn 
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Written by one who was once in Ambority with them, but ol... 


_ ways teſtified againſt their perſeenting Spirit ,wgo am call d 
William Coddington of Road-Ifland. 


Priated in the Year 1674. 
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Friend, 


| | 'He Original being burned, to ſatisfie the Deſires of my 


, 


Friends ,and clexr my Innocency,l. have given forth a Copy 
thereof , It was direFed to Richard Bellingham, Governour of 
the Maſſachulecs Simon Broadſtreet & William Hauthora 
Aſſiſtents, or whom elſe it might concers ; which Letter about the - 
d4dle of the 7th Month, 1672. was by a Woman Friend left 
at the Houſe of the ſaid Richard Bellingham : Preſently #þo0n 
the Receipt thereof, or ſome ſmall Time after the ſame Day, he 
ſent for Nicholas Moulder of Boſton, Merchant,and demanded 
of him 4 needleſs, © ueſtion, whoſe Letter it was * for he might have 

een whoſe Letter it was,being dated fram Road-Ifland, the 12th: 
of the 6th Month, 1672, my known Hand and Seal toit , but 
Nicholas anſwered, as be ſuppoſed, 1t was mine; whereupon the 
ſaid Richard very furiouſly 1n Anger and Paſſion replyed, I was 
41: old ſottiſh Man, to that effett ,, and cauſed his Man to fetch « 
Candle axd light it, be being in Auguſtine Lindal's Houſe, the 
Irox- monzer, and in Auguſtine's Preſence, Nicholas and hs 
Man's,opened my Letter, then tore it, and put it into the Flame of 
the Candle, and burnt all the Writing, without reading of it, 
and bad Nicholas totake Notice of it, : 
Thus, after he had contrary to all Law and Right, abuſed my 
Letter, and his publick Truſt, in burning 4 Leiter of publick Can- 
Cernment, directed ta two 18 Authority with him, and to others 
of his Spirit, that it might concern, which ſhews his great Weakneſs 
and Wickedneſi, ftanding out all Warning from the Spirit of the 
Lord in his Servants ;, yet notwithſl anding it had this Effett, the 
three Bebolders have expreſſed ſome Tenderneſi z the youns Man 


that then lived with the ſaid Richard, and waited on him, and 
A 3 lighted 


CE A ne eng Apes 


as they termed it, Diſtratted, and told the Governoar, be had dc. 
ceived him, andthat he would not pluck off bis Hat to bim, and 
ſuch like z ſo that he ſent him home to Newbery with his Father : 
Thus having abuſed me,as ts ſaid, he alſo abuſed my Friend Ni- 


cholas Moulder, and asked him where his Security was, or elſe 


be would ſend him to' Priſon, to anſwer the next Court ; but for 
what, he exjreſſed not, nor doT believe he knew ; and ſocalling 
him proud Quaker, that durſt hand with hs Hat on : Nicholas 


being boand to appe..r at their Conrt before,he therefore let him go. 


Now this Abuſe was net done by the Government of the Maſla- 
chuſet;, but by the Ele ive Governour, as a private Man, ina 
private Houſ:, before three private Perſons, without bis _ 
and in Anger and Fury; an evil Diſeaſe I know he hath been long 
warned of, when I was joyned with him in Authority in the Mal- 
ſachuſets. | | 


Now let the rational and impartial Reader judge, not leavened 


with 4 perſecuting Spirit, whether 1 might not ſo expreſi my ſelf, 
as I have in the enſuing Letter, being intruſted in the firſt ſet- 
ling thereof (and with the chiefeſt in all publick Charges) even 


before Boſton was nam-d, or any Houſe therein, I builded the 


firſt good Houſe,in which the ſaid Governour and Merthant Brak. 

cl now dwe!!: I having (pent much of my Eftate and Prime of my 

Ate in propagating Plantations, and now come tothe laſt Period; 
the 70. Ter of my Age; in Diſcharge of my Conſcience towards 
God, ani is tender Love and due Reſpret to all, I write, as1 

hve done, to warn you of your general Calamity, wjon which ] 

parted from you, that perſecutinz Spirit let looſe, that hath ſo much 
i2danzered and hindered your Good both Spiritual and Femporal, 

and hazard both your Patent, Liv:s and Eflates, as inmyLetter, 

ito which 1 refer you, may appear , and reft your in true Love, 


William Coddington, 


| (4) 
Tiebied the Candle by his Order, he was troubled in his Mind,and © 
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0h ' Friend Richard Bellingham ! 
H , who profeſſeſt thy (elf a Chriſtian; how can't 
thou perſecure, and banith, and impriſon fuchas are. 
Chriſtians, whereas-by the Command of Chriſt Jeſus, thou 
art to love thine Enemies * and how doſt thou love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf, avd God above all, and keep the 
Commandments of God, when thou doſt perſecute and 
bani(t hi; Servants, as thox haſt Solomon Eccles and Ni- 
cholas A 'exander of Jamaica, a Juſtice of Peace and a Cap-, - 
cain by Commiſſion from the King * Is this thy entertain- 
ing of Strangers (and the King's Commiſhoners?) was thou + 


| ſoentertain dby me at Read-1/{and,when thou waſt a Stran- 


ger there, and I Governvur * I'id I take thee out of one - 
Priſon and put thee into another, as thou haſt done my 
Friends, with Hazard of their Lives, being weak and fick, 
and not yet recovered” What ! Haſt thou not innocent 
Blood enough yer ? Doeſt thou think that this will be well 
taken at Jamaica, when your Shipving cometh thither 2 
But as Perſecutors-v-erc ever blind, foart thou; the Lord 
will one Day account with thee, as it is ſaid by him which 
is Faithful and Juſt. l uke 12.45,46. The Lord of that S: rvant 


will come in «Day whea he looks not for kim,ani':1 a Hour when he 


# not aware, ard wil' cut him in ſunaer, and will appoint bim his 
Portion with U »beltevers ; mind that ſeriouſlyas thou witheſt 
thy own Good, Now for thee, Friend, that doeſt not only 
profeſs thy ſclfa Chriſtian, bur one of the higheſt Forms, and 
that was againſt the Biſhops in England,& tuffered by them; 
O ! how is that Tendernefs loſt cance thy coming into Au- 
thority in New- England, that thy Collegue John Endicor 
deceaſed and thee, are numbred among thePerſecutors and 


Wicked, whoſe Names and Memorials ſhall ſtink and ; , 
Or . 
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(6) 
for you two, whom I ſay, 1 did know, formerly had ſome 


Teadernels in you lor | have known you both loag, thee a- 
bore this forty five Years)I ſay,for you (lo tar todegenerate 
from Chriftiarrty to Hardneſs and: Cruelty, as to give Sens 
tenceof Death upon five of theServants-of the livingLord, 
four of which were executed, barely for thcir Conicience 
towatds God,and only fer being (uch as are called Quakers, 
and coming into-your Jurisdiftion (and you would not ſuf. 
fer the Graves ot the Martyrs of Jclus to be incloſed) to 
prevent which, I know, you had many Warnings from 
theLord by Men, Women and Children infinites of Dayes, 
and by me Williaw Coddington the Aged, lorin much Ten- 
derneſs was I moved of the Lord to write gnto you,cven (0 
mourning over you when I was in writing, that my Tears 
blotred my Paper, to warn you -in the Name of the Lord 
(ro take heed and not to joyn to that Spirit, that then had 
lead you into Imprilonments, Cruelty, W hippings, cut- 
ting off Ears, Fines, and raking away Goods,, Banith- 
ing on Pain of Death the Servants of the living God) for 
following the Leadings of chat Spirit that would lead 
you to to away their Lives: Butas none of the former 
Warnings from ſundry of the Servants of the Lord's Me(- 
ſengers, that ſpoak to you in the Name and Power of the 
Lord; ſo that though the Lord would, ye would not for 
the Friend that: brought my Letter, being in Company 
with William Rybinſen and Marmaduke rn, you impri- 
ſoned, and cruelly whipped : So, though I came over with 
your Governour,. as an Aſſiſtent in Commiſſion with him, 
&c. and for ſcaven Years in Authority,as a Magiſtrate and 
Treaſurer of the Country, and equal with you in other re- 
ſpeas, and parted from you, becauſe you would perſecute 
as by a Remonſtrance in Court, when others and my ſelf 


were Members of it, appears; yet notwithſtanding,my Let- 
| ter 


A en  TTT———n 


iv bs 


ASS; | as 
ter foundno better Acteprance, then is aforeſaid; never 
returned me one Word ia Aniwer to the ſeveral particulars 
therein expreſſed;but have been ſo filled with the Devices 
of your own Hearts and Wayes, that your Cruelties have 
filled theContents of crwo printed Treatiſes hitherto, which 
cannot be ſufficiently expreſſed, which is the World's Won- 
der; and' the Aſtoniſhment of all that are Men ot Ingenu- 
ity and Tenderneſs: I ſay, it hath filled two Books in 
9warto, though fince 1667. your unjuſt Doings have -nox 
been printed, of which this is one, I ſhall now write unto 
you of, though my Letter find no better Acceptance then 
my former did, viz. There were ſo many Books' that coſt 
ten Pound Sterling in Englezd,ſent toBarbadves, which were 
to have been tranſported to this Iſland for me and other 
Friends, in Shipping belongiag to this Iſland ; but through 
Miſtake, was by William Maftra bxought to: Paſcatua: No 
Opportnairy preſenting for Tranfforration tous, ſome of 
your Magiſtrarcs or Officers ſearched his Veſſel , ke infor- 
ming me thereof, that your Officers had taken the faid 
Books, and that they were bronght to Boffon, I demanded 
my Goods of Richard Bellingham, then and now Governour : 
Thou not denying to have received them, but gave me a 
ſcoffing Auſwer, not becoming thy Gravity; therefore T 
ſhall not only demand them of thee {my ancient Friend) 
bur of rwo others of your Magiſtrates; my ancient Fricad' 
alſo, viz. $!mon Broadftreet,no others but him(thar I know) 
now living in the Maſſachuſets, that were in England choſen 
with mceAſſiſtenrs ro the Governour of the Moſſelbvſers now 
above forty: rwo Years paſt: Friend, I have often read 
thy Name in the ſaid Books, and of thy.being in E»- 
gland, when ſome of the People of God came to confer 
or cxami:2e thee about the pur ting to Death or murdering 
of ſome of rheic Friends in| Ne v- £2glend, whether _ 
had(t 
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ES 8) | | 
-hadita Handin it,and A, Law thou didſt ity and whe. 
ther you were ſubje& to the Laws in England? and thou 
anſweredſt in a fearful Manner, Guilt being upoa thee, and 
-wouldſt ſhuffle it off thy ſelf, and ſaidſt, you had-a Law by 
-which you put Feſuites to Death: It was asked you, whe- 
ther they were Teſv/tzs, and whether you put-them. to 
Death as Feſuites : And'ithy Anſwer was, Nay, thou did(: 
not believe they were Feſuites : Sothen it was ſaid to thee, 
that you had murdered them, when no Law of England 
could be inſtanced by thee, by which you had pur them to 
Death: And lo ſoon a'ter got our of Exglead, before Willi- 
am Rebinſon's Father came to the City of London, and there 
were ſome that were ia Power ini £nzlend,  thas were much 
trouvled at our Friends ia Enzlazd, becaulc they would 
not ſeize upon thee and thy Company, as Murderers, who 
had murthered the King's Subjeas, and torteited their own 
' Patent, and acted contrary to the Lawsof England, in mur- 
deriag his Sybje&s, having ho Law of. Enzland torit, and 
mani <(ted your (clves tobe Rebe!st » the King, in, putting 
his Subjets co Drach without his Laws, and denying his 
 SubjeRs their Appeal to the King ot E7rg/andaund his Laws, 
when.you murdered them: And what was Mary Dyer a Feſu- 
ze, -whom you murdered, and put to Death, and hanged | 
01 your Gallows, and when you had-done, your. great | 
Major Aderton came into your Court, and boaſted to your } 
Court, and tothemunderghe Seatence of Death and Ex- | 
amination, how M:ry Dyer hanged like a Flag, who had | 
been that Day executing of her, thinking thereby to have 
terrified them; bur the Servants of the Lord were carried 
above all your Threats and Terrors, and him who boaſted 
of your murdering of her: And the Day will come you | 
will have ſmall Cauſe to boaſt in ſugh Murders, as he had 
no Cauſe, as his Endmade moni as yours will do, as 
will 
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"wil beſcem, as his hath ck to a!l New England; for 
when the Servants-of God warned him of the Judgments 
of God to come upon him, he boaſted and ſaid, You te:1' 
us of the Judgments of God to come upon us, but when 
will they come? we ſee none yet : Burt they ſuddenly 
came upo: him, and made him a SpeRacle toall the Blood- 
thirſty Prieſts and Magiſtrates in New-England, for you to 
look at, as he (aid to you-& our Friends, Mary Dyer hanged 
like a Flag to look at, who ſoon after was made a SpeRta- 
cle ſor you to {gaſe at) And was not his Eyes like Sawlers 
for you to look at ? And did not his Blood run throngh the 
Floorof your Court- Houſe, where you had given Sentence 
for taking away of the Blood of God's People, yea, in 
the Place where the ſaid Man had boaſted that Mary Dyer 

| hanged likea Flag; but ſoon the Vengeance of God took 
hold of lim, and made him a Sign to you, and coall other 
blood- thirſty Perfecurors, | 

Now Friend, rhough I thus write for clearing my Teſti- 
mony3 yet have I nothing but Love in my Heart towards 
you ; for thou art my ancient Friendz thou waſt known 
to me before thon waſt married, when thou cameſt to Byſt- 
on Lector, and after we can e to New Eng 'and in the Arbel- 
| la: Ifſay, when I was informed out of Enzlard, that G.F. 
| and others of our Friends had been with thee, as is faid, 
and that they bad left you to the Judgments of God, which 
| you could not eſcape, it would be roo hard for you forthe 

| Lordot that Servant wonld come in a Day he looked not 
tor,8&c. Luke 12.46. for John Norton one of thy Company, 

who when you pauſed upon the executing of Wi/zam Robig- 

fon and Marmaduke Stevenſon, and forbarc one Day (it may a 

| be at the Mediation of my ancient and worthy Friend Fo, | 

| PFjmbrop Governour of Coreticut, who did much interceed 

with you toprevent your Shedding of innocent Blood) he 
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| "MEE | _—_- 
encouraged you thereunto, andthe reſt of your-cruebWorks; 
this bloody Perſecutor being ar your Worthi p-Houſe in the 
fore-part of the Day, and intended co go in the after. part, 
the Lord caine-upon him in a Day he looked nor for, and 
in an Hour he was not aware of, and {o cut him off, for he 
tell down dead : And did he not ſay,the Judgments of God 
were upon him ? which 1 leave to thy Confideration, leſt 
it be {aid of thee, thou hadſt Time torepent, and yet repen- 
tedſt not. asit is ſaid of Fezebel, William Hauthorn, my third 
ancient Friend, thac I have (aid I would write toz Thy 
Name is allo often mentioned in, the ſaid Book or Books : 
I cannot now ſay, how tar, with my other two-anci- 
ent Friends, thou art guilty of the Death of our Friends 
before-ſaid; but this I can ſay, that though Hand joyn 
in Hand, yet ſhall not the Wicked go unpunithed : Friend, 
fince thou cameſt in Authority ; tor in the Ship, I know 
thou waſt tender, ſerious and retired, as became the Goſ:- 
pel of Chriſt (for | had Speech with thee many times) 
and buth then and afterward barcſt thy Teſtimony againit 
Perſecution,and ſtinting or limiting the Spirit of Prophecy 
in any, Viz. to reſtrain trom Preaching, but by Allowance 
of ccrtain Perſons; if that ſhould take Place in New- En- 
gland, thou lookedlt at it as one of the moſt horrideſt Acts 
as ever was done in New-Enzland, and would be as great a 
Token of God's {oriaking New- England, as any (I know 
where thou ſpake it) and it was a good Speech , for this 
is the Day of God's Appearance in his Sons aud Daughters, 
ia pouring out his Spirit, ſo they muſt propheſie, and who 
can withold.the Work of the Lord ? Arc you ſtronger then 
he?. What hath all yorr Perſecution come to, mentioned 
1» the loceſaid Books ? though Briars and Thorn<have (ct 
themſelves in Battel againſt the. I ord, yet he hath gore 
through you all; for fiace your oppoſing the Trutlfin your 
| | Tu- 


. 1) 
Jurisdiion, have not et been brought: to know himy 
whom to know is Life Eternal * You' may as well with. 
hold the flowing of the Tide into theMaſſachuſets Bay,as the 
Workings of the God of Truth in che Hearts of his People 
in the Maſſachsſets Jurisdiction,or to limit the holy One to 4 
Company or Tribe ot Pricſts, who make a trade ot the Scri- 
ptures, keeping People alwaycs under their Teaching that 
they may be alwayes paying of them. Now for the Books 
taken away by your Officers,detain'd ſome years,demanded 
of your Governour,is an Act of ſuch Hoſtility, that(by mie) 
cannot be paralleled : Should we ſcize of your Merchants 
Goods in other Places, as you have done of 'ours, would 
you not ſay we had done right vas you had done to others, 
{o others had done unto-you ? Had I been in Spain(as I haye 
been) in the great City of Malego, andthe Inquiſitors had 
come aboard our Ship, or Ships, and they had tound Books 
that they diſliked, yet ſhould I not have loſt the Propriety 
of my Books; they would ſeal them up, and when the 
Ship or Ships were ready to ſail, I ſhould have them again: 
Is this to do as you would be done by « The Papifts will 
condemn you in this, as contrary to that common Equity 
that ought to be,& alſo thePriviledge of an Enzlſh Subje: 
You have taken away all Law and Juſtice, and have uſur- 
ped it into your own Hands , for you are Court, Jury, Judge, 
Accuſers, Wiuneſs and all, no Juſtice is to be had in'this 
Caſe, Oh the Honeſty, the Honeſty of the fre they 
will not deſtroy Proprieties, though they be SefF aries, 'our - 
of the pure and updefiled Religion, that Fames ſpeaks of}, 
out of the Truth and Worthip in Spiric and Truth, that 
Chriſt ſer.up above ſixteen hundred Years ago, fe 
I appeal ro your own Maſters of Ships and Merchants, if 

this be not ſo: Didevcr any ef you loſe a Book - Bur we 
mult looſe ten Pounds Sterling, as they coſt in En2land, be- 

SS 4 cauſe 
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Reaſon, _ 
Let mie havca fair Arbitration upon ir, if you will noe 
deliver them up, and your own Merchants ſhall determine 
it; for this Caſc is properly to be derermined by Mer- 
chants, that know. Lex mercatorts, the Law among (t Mer- 
chants; for though the Eſtare feized is nor great, yet the 
Conſequence may be great; and they that will not do 
Juſtice in ſmall Matters, will not in-greater Matters , But 
it may be, I ſhall receive them again, when I receive the 
Reward promiſed me for my Pinace, which took the Pi- 
nace of Fohn-Oldams, when he was flain bythe 1ndiars, 
and Themes S1anton, yet living, cut im the Back, and fer 
aſhore by them of Block- 1fland, whoſe Pinace and whelſe 
_ Charge was Fobz oldam's Pinace taken from the ſaid 1»97- 
4x5, andſome of them brought Priſoners to Boſton , Fehr 
Gallop Maſter and Fohn Wood his Mate : * Indeed Fobn Gallop 
had a ſmall Iſland given him in Jicu of thar Service (cal- 
led, itis like,Galop's Ifland to this Day) then was I promi- 
ſed a Reward anſwerable to my Charge & Adventure, &c, 
Bur after a perſecuting Syiric aroſe amo-9ft the Prietts, 
and Ann Huchiſen and Fohn Whelcwrit muſt be baniſhed, and 
all that ſtood in cheir Way muſt remove, and tlie unclean 
Spirit like Frogs, came out of the Mouth of che falſe Pro- 
phetrs, ſo that Perſecution was n{hered in, a!l Perſons that 
were againſt them, were nored as the removing Party; fo 
as I zm a Man and a C4&rif/tan, I would have no Handin it, 
ſothar beiog againſt ir 2nd a Magiſtrate, after three dayes 
Debate in Court (the Pricſts'anumated their Party ; for 
of the Prieſts none but Fobz Cotton was with us , ſome fel] 
from us, jo that we were the mizor) we drewinpa Remon. 
ſtraace,that our Diſſent might appear to ſucceeding times, 


which after ſome Debate, was admitted according to our 


cauſe they were in your Goverment z a'Reaſon' againft 
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Deſires, to ftand on Record, ſo ever fince: that, T hay 

been none of you that perſecute, for I would not number 
my (cli, az a Man amongſt Perſecutors, whoſe Names . 
ſhall rot in ſucceeding Ages, much more as I am a Chrifti- 
an, to love one another, and to love Enemies, and my 
Neighbour as my (elf, and God aboveall; I therctore bare 
my Teltimoay (as it is ſaid by that Remonſffrance) againſt 
that periecuring Spirit that was let looſe to deceive all in 
Authority : And though I was in the greateſt Way to be 
grcat in theMaſſachsſets tro the outward, yet the Locuſts that 
were come out of the bottomleſs Pir blaſted all to my Con- 
tinuance there, and my Mind was for remgving. And tlie 
Planters Play, and ow Cotton's Yermon, which was in 
1630, printed by Fohn Humphery our Agent, toſatisfic the 
Godly- minded of our Removal out of Eneglapa, all did ſa- 
tisfic me toremoye, as Lot out. of Sodom, being grieved 
jor your unrighteous Dealings ; So that as I am, or was for 
chat ſcaven Years I lived in the Mere, a Merchanr, 
and che chiefeſt theree , ſo by Merchants, that walk by the 
Rule of Righteouſneſs, To dg unto others, as you would 
have them to do wnto you, let my Cauſe be iſſucd , for 
it you were ſuch, you would not do as you do,'to perſecute 
and deſtroy common Right that is among Nations, and 
mantained by the Law of Nations, That you New- England 
Proteſlors, that profeſs the Scripture of Truth, and that 
are out of Poſſeſſion of that Life that gave them forth 
{or you to ſay, you havea Law lorit, what Law contrary 
to Law, that is no ſooner made, but void by England's 
great Charter, and your Patent, as repugnant ro Law? 1 
tinda printed Paper dated in Yarmouth Road, aboard the 
Arbella, April the 5th 1630, by us the Heads, that then ' 
brought over the Maſſachuſets Patent, in the Name of the 
whole Company, Fon Winthrep Governour, Thomas Dad- 
ly Deputy,” Sr, Richard Saving ({a called) 1ſaak Teaſe 
| raat 


nent ems 


i.” RP: | 
that married the Earl of Lint, Siſter, the Lady 4rbela - 
Our Shlp,a war-like Ship,called the Bags; the Admiral of 
the Fleet, 1a Honour of the Lady, was named the 4rbe/s, 
they two before- fald and Willa Coddington Afiftents, with 
others, as in that priated Paper yet extant may appear, 
and the Planters Plea (both printed the fame time, to (a- 
tizfie the Gadly-minded) wherein thelr Prayers were de- 
ſired, a:.d the Ground of our Removal expreſſed, viz. To 
pro/azate the Goſpel, and other Grounds therein menrio- 
_ ned, as well performed, as that which was by Fobn Hum- 
phry (a known Man that married the Earl of Lincoly's Si- 
ſer, that printed chem) diſperſed into moſt Parts of E- 
gland. Oh! how have you propagated the Goſpe], thar 
have made uſe of fuch Weapons,thaz the Apoſtles of Chriſt 
- did never make uſc of, as in the two Books atoreſaid, writ 
and printed by Ges. Biſhop, ro which Ireter you, may ap- 
pear : Did ever Paul wreſtle with Fleſh and Blood, as you 
Iave doc, by vour Impriſonings, Whippings, cutring 
. Ears, and Baniſhments upon Pain ot Death, and putting to 
. Death the Propagators of the Goſpel, who with that 
. blefſed Apoſtledefired you were as they (except thoſe 
Bonds you laid on them for the Goſpel ſake) rhar prayed 
for you and loved you, when you perſecuted and were fy)! 
of Envy towards them; yea, and perſiſting therein, as 
witneſs not only your Impriſoning and Baniſhing S9lo- 
* 80m Eccles and Nicholas Alexander 0: Fawaica, as is atore- 
(aid; but alſo Impriſoning James Lancafter, Fohn Stubbs, a 
ſearacd Man, as witneſs the Battle-Door 1n thirty five 
. Laaguages, Fob» Rawnce, Thomas Euan and Robert Hornden, 
five Strangers more, the Servants of the Lord: Andis 
this your entertaining of Strangers? Is this to doas you 
would bedone to? Was ever any that came into our Juris- 
diction ſo entertained * Did I (o catertain Richard Belling- 
 » bay your Governour (which figned che Warrant) Ict him 


witneſs 
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witnels againſt us if he cans Dial norentertain him and 
his Company for nine or ten Dayes in my Houſe 00 Reade 
Iſland : They had the free Exerciſe of their Conſcience, 
Fohn Dinford to preach to them in my Houſe : I have de- 
manded the like of him, to do to me and my Friends, as 
I did to him and his ; but we have been moleſted and ha. 
led before the Authority, and ſo Evil rendered for Good, 
and Hatred for my Good-Will. The firſt Day of this pre» 
{ent Month, Ces. Heathret was by you committed to Pri- 
ſon, that is a principal Owner and Commander of a Ship ; 
he delivered unto you Solomon Eccles's Letter, did he not ? 
and he did uot pur off ſome Part of his Cloathing, it way 
be his Hat, andis this the Honour that you Maſſachuſets 
Magiſtrates look after (that know not that Honour that 
comes of God alone) you think your) ſelycs higher then 
King Charles, who frequently admits Friends into tus Pre- 
fence, without any ſuch vain Obſervations; he knows it 
is their Conſcience fo to do, and takes no Offence + but 
them that pretend comment.Matters, not Conſcience, 
who have made Ship-wrack of it (Mind that of. Mat, 25, 
that dreadful Sentence of Chriſt the Judge, 'our Lord and 
Maſter, to ſuchas have not vifited him jn his Members, 
much more to ſuch as have Impriſoned, Baniſhed and Per- 
ſecured him in his Members) and foie of you that are 
in Auchcricy, that have had a Hand in ſhedding innocent 
Blood, are {o ſtupified and hardened in your perſecuting, 
that do not you now ſay (cven now, notwithſtanding the 
King's Toleration and releaſing out of Priſon) thatif ie 
was todo, vo would dv it again, ard ſo render your ſelves 
Murtherers in the Eye of clic | aw (a+ hath been ſaid) fo 
hear Chriſt's Se:tence, Go ye Curicd, come ye Bleſled 
ye Curſcd ſhall go i:10 Everlaſting Puniſhment (mark 


that) but the Rizhteous ina Tile Erernal; They ſhall 
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ſhine for evcr and ever, but the Name of the Wicked 
fhall rot: Is this t© anſwer the Groands of your Removal, 
3n propagating the Goſpel, as d<clared in Print tothe Land 
of our Nativity « O groſs Hypocrilic and Diſhmulation 


_ profeſs 3t in Print, and perſecute itin Need ; alſo to burn, -- 


ſuppreſs and imbeci] ſuch Books, as tendtro theFurtherance 
of that which you have declared of in Print : Fo whom 
fhall I compare you herein (that perliſt to perſecute, as is 
ſaid) except ic be to Boxzer's Story and the Perſecutors in 
the Marian Dayes? read their Stories in Fox's As and Mo- 
#uments, to-ſuppreſs Goſpel-Books that came out of Ger- 
many, the low Countries, &c. And therein you may 
read your own Adings, and read their Ends , and read the 
Scriptures, from the Beginning of Gezeſss to: the End of 
Revelations, and you hall nevcr tind, that any that perſe- 
cute the Pcople of God, as you have done (and repented 
not) that ever were unpuniſhed. Now to-come toan End, 
EF underſtand that you take away Peoples Goods, to main- 
rain ſuch-perfecuting Prieſts, as were never ſent of God, 
and called of Chriſt Jeſus unto that Work they pretend to, 
as their Fruits do manifeſt; and they rhat hear them nor, 
or never ſer them to Work, muſt pay them, or never hi- 
red them : And that which is yet more unjuſt is, That they 
that cannot hear them for Coaſcicnce ſake, muſt not only 
pay the Pricſts that preach for their H:re; but you thar 
love to have it fo, have made a Law to pay five Shillings 
a Day for not hearing them : So you that fied from the Þi- 


ſhops, are worſe then they, and ſetup a worke anti-chriſtian | 


Power : Is itnot in matter of Worſhip they do agai:.ſt God 
and Chriſt, if ia Caſe they do treſpaſs And is nor Chriſt 
Judge in ſuch ſpiritual Matters, that will recompence to 
every one according to their Works, and therefore com- 
mands all Perſecycors aad.Pluckers to be ſtill, to tuffer the 
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Tares 4nd the Wheat to yy togethef till Hatveſt, which 
will be the Endof the WorldzAnd at that time hewill fend 
his Angels to reap the Tares from the Wheat; and fo 
commands his Servants to be ſtill;for it is his AngelsWork. 
Caralid would be no Jadze in ſuch Matters: You that 
p:ofef; the Scriptures to be your Rule, what Rule have you 
1n Scriptures, To perſccure any for Religion or Conſcience 
toward; God-? but to love Enemies, a.:d colove one ano- 
thet,, &c,..6, "Le 

Therefore turn to the Light within yon, wherev ith you are en- 
ſightned, that you have contracted and blaſphemed as Natural, & ec, 
Even Chriſt in you the Hope of Glory, witch was declared to you 


- by the Servant of the Lord John Cetron, on Att. 4.13. on his Le- 
-- ture Day, the Ships ready to depart for England ; he ſtated the 


Difference, it was about Grace ; he magnified Grace within us, the 
Prieſts Grace without or upen them : $0 all the Diſſerence inthe 
Country was about Grace, notwithſtanding the Difference was as 
great (faith he) as between Light and Darkneſs, Heaven and Hell, 
Life and Death : For as in the Text, when they ſaw the Boldneſs of 
Prier and Fobr,, they perceived they had been with Jefus; and from 
the Spirit of Jeſus did he then declare, and fo do our Friends whea 
theycome amongft you,and you might perceive had you the ſpiritual 
Eye-Salve : Therefore turn to the Grace of God within Youtharzas in 
former Dayes, ſo inthis is the Saints Teacher, then ſhall you never 


| bewithouta Teacher: And repent of the Evil of your Doings, be- 


fore your Day be paſſed over, and it be hidden from your Eyes, 
though you ſeck itwith Tears, as Eſa did. | | 

And as for me, I paſs ngt to be judged of you, or of Man's Dayes; 
he that-judgeth me is the Lord, and his Witne's is with me in w hatl 
write; endas for my Books ſo taken and {o detained by you (after 
d<mand) as is faid; let ms have your Anſwer in Writingz aimall 
Requeſt from him, that for ſeaven Years ſerved with you, as a Ma- 
giſtrate and Treaſurer of the Country ; yea, and bad to' this Day, 
in ſo doing he could have ſerved the Lord Jeſus; for am yours 
inthe Service of Truth, 


Ro:d Iſland, the 0 W. Coddington. 
22th, of the 6.h. > 
Mon h, 16; A. 
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(pon Burning of my former Letter, Iwrit this, direaed 
to Richard Bellingham, Governour of the Maſſachuſets, 
as followeth, 


- 
te... SHS 
- 


| Phan My Letter direaed to thee Richard Bellingham, Gover. 
nour of the Maſſauchuſers, Simen Broadftrect and Willa Ha- 
thorn, Ailiſtents, and whom el © it might concern, which Letter was 


about the middle of the 7th Month, 1572. left at thy Houſe ; upon 


the Receipt thereof, or nor long after, thou ſentſt for Nichs/as Iſoxl- 
der of Bofton Merchant, and demanded(ſt of him from whom that Let- 
ter was; 'N-cholas anſwered, from Will:am: Coddington ; whereupon 
thou very furioully replyed,l was ar old ſort of AMan,or to that effect, 

Now Friend, ſee what thou art fallen from : Ihaveknown the 
time, that thou wouldft not have allowed thy ſelfin Fury and non- 
ſenfical Diſcourſe; and whereas thou reproacheſt me for my Age, 
thou art 61der thenI; anditisa Crown of Glory, being found ina 
Way of Righteouſneſs : and it is for Chrift's ſake thou doſt thus re- 
proach me, becauſel bare my Teſtimony againſt all perſecuting Spi- 
rits ; otherwiſe thou wouldſt have called me;as thou knoweſt I have 
been called amongſt Men theſe forty five Years ; and fo to fill up the 
Meaſure of thy Iniquity, cauied thy Man to fetch a Candle, thou be- 
 ingin Azgxftire Linrgal s Houſe the Iron-monger, and in the Pre- 
ſence of A«*nftine, and the ſaid Nicholas, and thy Man,openedſt my 
Letter, and tore it, and put it into the Flame of the Candle, and 
burntft a'l the Writing withont looking en,or reading any of it, and 
bad Nicholas take notice of it, Now Friend, thou ſheweſt what 
Spirit thou art of, by thy Untruſtineſs and Wickedneſs in burning a 
Letter, that concerned others in Authority with thee, and the Coun- 
try to take notice of : Is this thy fulfilling of the royal Law, To do ro 
ot hers, 4s thou wouldſt bave ethers ro do to thy ſelf ? Wou'dlt thou be 
contented 'to beſo done by, to have thy Letter,when thou demandeſt 
what is due to thee, to be torn and burnt, and thon called out of thy 
Name ? ls this the Reſtitution thou makeſt for the Wrong thou haſt 
done;takins away the Goods of another,contrary to Lav and Juſtice, 


without Tryal, repugnant to the Laws of Ensland, contrary to your 
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Patent ; Shew a Law of Prglrsfo what thou haſt done, © David 
faith, He that rules over Aden maſt be.jufty ruling in the Fear of the 
Lord, which is, te hate Evil Pride and Arrogancy 4 And every evil 
Wayand 4 froward Month ds I batry(aith Solemen the wiſelt of Kings, 
then would thy Government be for the Puniſhment of Evil-Deera,eo for 
th: Praife of them that de will; but Frſtice 8 turned backward, and 
Equity canner entery ard be that &v arrerh from Jniquity meksth bim- 
felf a Prey: Thy Iniquity is notified already to ſucceeding Ages; thou 
need not bid the Standers by Take >or:ce of thy tearing and burning 
a Letter of publick' Concernment : What put thee into ſo much 
Anger ans Fury (it was not the Letter) if thou hadft been altogether 


_ ignorant ofthe Contents of it ? thou either knewſt, or might have 


known whoſe Letter it was, having of it.in thy Hand, gated from 
Road-J/iand, the 12th of the 61% 41cu1h, 72. the Place of my ovt- 
ward Abode, and my known Hand and Seal-to it : So that thou either 
did or might have knovn certainly whole the Letter was; fo the 
Queſtion was needleſs, to require of Nicholas Monlder whoſe it was 
(that knew not what was io it) Now ſee what Regard thou haſt to Ju- 
ſKice, by what is ſaid ; and ficther to threaten ro ſend: an innocent 
Man to Priſon, and deman1 where was his Security to anſwer at your 
Court ; buttell him not for what, and.I believe thou knuwſt not for 
what, but on'y that thou waſt tran{ported for the preſent ; thou waſt 
warned of that Evil, when was in Authority with thee in the 14a/-* 
achuſets. 

/ _ in Coolneſs, Friend, Confider if thou be not him that was 
ſpoken of in 2 Sam. 23. 6, 7. That he that com: near thee 21 thy Fa» 
ry, though he be ſe111 for by thee (as Nicholas was) had nerdi'e be fen- 
ced with Tron and the Stef of a Speer ; thou art utterly burgt with 
Fire in the ſame Place : HadRt thou not been in the fame Place of a 
Goverour, t:ou wovldft not have been fo dilcovered,fo that the leaft 
Child of Light may diſcover thee to be of a pefecutisg, Spirit. 

Now ſee if theu canſt, if, thou haft not ſinnad out tay 1)ays what 
thy forty five Years Profeſſion of the Scriptures, being out of the Life 
and Power that gave taem fort};, is come to, that to ſpeak plain Scrip- 
ture Languages, Thos and T vce to afingle Perſon, and to tar with 
his Hat on,is a Crime culpable of Death,as in 0:41 £cddra's Cat, 

Alſo conſider that forty five Years paſt,thou didſt own ſiich a ſuffe- 
ring People, that now thou doſt periecute; they were again't Bi- 
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thops und Ceremonies, andthec nformable Prieffs ; they were the 


the Serpent's Seed diſgraces the 


$-eof Godrthat did ferve him in Spirit, then called Puritans, now 
called Quakers, God'haying pur Enmity between the two Seeds ; 

| Seed of the Woman with Nick- 
Names, which $ecd of the Woman the Scrvant of the Lord F-hy 
Cotton in Vere deſcribes, 


of Puricans :wo Sorts I ind, 

The Moral and the Ceremonial Kind: 

The Ceremonial God's great Name to hallow, 
Will train at Motes, 4s well s Beans not ſwallow * 
His tender Conſcience makes bis fleſhly Heart 

At [maleſt Pricks and Scruples back ro ſtart, 


But I will write to thee no more of them at this Time, becauſcl 
would not have thee burg them, «s thou didt my laſt Letter, Theſe 
I ſay, thou didſt then own theſe Verſes, and divers mare Fohn Cotton 
wrote about ſixty Years fince, long before thou cameſt te dwell at 
Boſton : So Tam thy ancient Friend, and ſo will bc, do what Injury 


thou canſt to me, 


Road Iſland, rhe 
goth. of the ka, & 
Month, £672, 


Stifl waiting, If at any time God | 
may give thee Repentance unto Life, W.C, 


This my lafÞ Letter to Richard Bellingham, Gevernowr, was delivered 
te John Leverit Depury Gevernenr, who ſaid he wonlg deliver it, and 
ſprak.ro him ro read ir, Shortly after, the ſaid Richard having com- 

leattd the Meaſure of his Imiquity, dyes diftratted, the 7th of the 10th 
Month, 1672, The Handef the Lord cuts him offs not gruing him 
Repentance to Life, that other Sons of Belial of bus perſecuting Spiris 
wight be warned, net to put the Evil Day far from them, ldem * 


W. Coddington, 
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